
For more information about  
the book and its creator, visit  

www.paonebook.org.
Copies of My Cousin Momo are available  

in all Pennsylvania public libraries.  
Stop by and read the story at the library  

or borrow it to read at home.

However, Momo doesn’t act as they 
expect and plays games differently.   

When they give Momo’s ideas  
a try, brother and sister squirrel  

end up making a new friend.  
When can they visit again?

Hooray! Cousin Momo 
is coming for a visit! 



How to Raise a Reader
• Read together every day.
• Set up a comfortable place to snuggle and read. The act of being close together adds another positive 

feeling to reading.
• Give different voices to characters and use sound effects. Use a different voice for brother, sister, and Momo. 

Add special emphasis to each “Pok” and “Crunch.”
• Ask open-ended questions while you read. For example, ask which superhero costume would you like to 

wear? What silly superhero can you create? What fun things would you like to find playing Momo’s version 
of hide-and-seek? Why is Momo crying after the page that says “Momo was no fun!”?

• Reading the same book multiple times may seem boring, however, children enjoy feeling smart because 
they know what is coming next. 

• Talk, Write, Read, Play, and Sing together. These five practices are key elements of early literacy.
• If you find an author or illustrator that you like, read more books by them. Zachariah OHora is both the 

author and the illustrator of My Cousin Momo. He has written and illustrated many other books.
• Make sure kids see adults reading for pleasure.
• Read all day long. Read signs that you see in stores. Read labels on food.
• Look for activities that extend upon the themes, characters, and plotlines of the book. These activities, 

such as the ones found in this Family Fun Guide, help children build their knowledge base and enjoyment 
of the book.



Continue the fun by 
doing some of the  
activities on the 
following pages.  

They are but a few of 
the many ideas  

that can be found in 
the One Book Activity 

Guide at  
www.paonebook.org 

under Resources.

Before Reading the Book
Look at the cover together. What information can you get from  
the cover?

• Who is the author of this book?
• What is the title of the book?
• Look at the illustration on the cover. What do you think this book 

will be about? If you have a hardback copy of the book, remove 
the dust jacket and ask the same question.

• What kind of animal do you think Momo is?

While Reading the Book
Help children start to understand the reading process by running your 
finger under the words as you read them. This shows children that we 
read books left to right. Read the text with expression and ask questions 
as you read.

• What kinds of animals do you see in the book?
• Momo is dressed up like a muffin. What flavor is his  

muffin costume?

After Reading the Book
You can help a child build reading comprehension by going back through 
the book together. Look at the illustrations on each page and ask the 
child to tell you what is happening. You can also ask questions to relate 
the book to your child’s life:

• The squirrels play superheroes, Acorn-Pong, and hide-and-seek. 
What games do you like to play?

• Do you have a friend like Momo?

Continue the fun by doing one of the Literacy, Creative Arts, Science, 
Engineering, Math, Games and Movement, or Rhymes and Songs 
extension activities in this guide.



•  

Dress Up as a Superhero
When the squirrels play superhero, Momo dresses  
up as Muffin Man. What new superhero can you  
dress up like?

Materials:
• Anything that can be used as part of  

a costume:

 – Clothes
 – Hats
 – Shoes
 – Large cardboard box
 – Wrapping paper

Directions:
• Use whatever supplies you can find  

to dress up like a brand-new superhero.

Questions:
• What is your superhero’s power?
• What is the name of your superhero?

Extension:
• Draw a picture of yourself in your  

new costume.
• Write a story about this  

superhero’s adventures. An adult  
can write down whatever the  
child creates.

Tell the Story  
Through Illustrations
Illustrations are an important part of literacy in picture 
books. Oftentimes they tell more than half of the story.

Materials:
• A copy of My Cousin Momo

Directions:
• Look through the book without reading any of  

the text.
• Study the illustrations closely and talk about what 

 is happening on each page.

Questions:
• What do you think the characters are saying on  

this page?
• Do the characters have names? What are they?
• What are the characters doing on this page?
• How do the characters feel? Are they happy?  

Are they sad?
• Look closely at the pictures. What else do you  

see on the page?

Extension:
• Write down your version of the story. You can use 

Post-it® notes to put your words in the book without 
writing directly on the pages.

• At the end of My Cousin Momo, the cousins are  
excited to go visit Momo. Write that story. What do 
you think happens when they go visit him?

Literacy Creative Arts

 – Kitchen supplies  
such as a colander,  
plastic cup, soup ladle 

 – Ribbon
 – The ideas are endless
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Observe Your World
Part of being a good scientist involves using good observation skills. Momo likes to use a  
magnifying glass to get a better look at his world. He also takes pictures to remember what he sees.

Materials:
• No special materials needed. This activity can be done anywhere, however, a park or other 

outdoor area is a good place to start.

Directions:
• Take a look around. What do you see?
• Talk with each other about the plants, animals, and other objects around you. 
• If doing this activity with a very young child, the adult can do most of the talking. If doing 

this activity with a more verbal child, ask them questions, such as the ones below, to help 
increase their observation skills.

Questions:
• What colors do you see?
• Can you see any animals? Are they big or small? Do they have fur? Do they have feathers?  

What kind of animal are they?
• What do you see that is alive?
• Are there any plants? Are they in pots? Are they growing out of the ground?
• Do you see any trees? Are they all the same kind of tree?
• Is it sunny outside? Or cloudy? Or raining?
• Are there any puddles nearby? Do you think it rained recently?

Extension:
• Take paper and crayons with you on your observation adventure. Sit in one place and draw 

everything you can see from that spot.
• Take pictures of the things you find with a camera.Use those pictures to write a story  

of your own.

Science
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Engineering
Build a Fort/Tree House
The squirrel family lives in a tree house. The home depends on branches to support floors, walls,  
and roofs. Building a fort in your living room uses many of these same principles. 

Materials:
• Pillows
• Blankets and/or sheets
• The couch, chairs, stools, coffee table, etc.

Directions: 
• Using furniture as the support mechanism, drape blankets or sheets to create a fort in your living 

room (or other room in the house).
• If the couch cushions are removable, they can be used as walls or additional support structures.
• Kitchen/dining room chairs can be added to create a larger fort with additional rooms.
• Yarn can be strung between chairs to hold up blankets or sheets.
• Large boxes can be used as “additions” to the fort.
• Clips will help keep blankets and sheets in place.

Questions:
• How many rooms does your fort/tree house have?
• Does your fort have a bedroom? If this was your house, where would you sleep?
• What was the hardest part of building the fort?

Extension:
• Build a small-scale tree house using different supplies such as LEGO® building blocks,  

Dixie® cups, or books.
• If the fort is big enough, eat a meal in the fort or sleep in the fort for the night.
• Read a book together using a flashlight inside the fort.

• Large boxes (optional)
• Binder clips and/or chip bag clips (optional)
• String or yarn (optional)
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Math Games and 
MovementCalendars 

Brother and sister squirrel use a calendar at the end of the 
story to look forward to seeing Momo again. Using a calendar 
as a family can help with learning numbers and counting.

Materials:
• A paper calendar (a quick search for “(month) (year) 

calendar” will provide many printable options online)
• Markers, pens, or stickers (anything you want to use to 

mark days as they pass)

Directions:
• Each morning, look at the calendar together. 
• X out or somehow mark the day before noting that it  

is done.
• Do simple math together. 

 – Count the number of days in a week.
 – Count how many days until a special event (the 
weekend, a party, library day).

 – Work on number identification by looking at the 
date for each day.

Questions:
• What numbers do you see on the calendar?
• How many days until the weekend?
• Can you count the number of days in this month?
• How old are you? Can you find the number 

representing your age in any of the boxes on the 
calendar?

Extension:
• Use family photographs to create a paper calendar 

for the year. Consider highlighting family members 
during their birthday month.

Play Hide-and-Seek
Two Ways 
The squirrels play hide-and-seek the “traditional” way 
and Momo’s way. So can you!

Materials:
• Magnifying glass (optional)
• Camera (optional)

Directions:
• First, play hide-and-seek the “traditional” way. 

One person covers their eyes and counts to a  
predetermined number. Everyone else hides. 
Then the first person tries to find everyone.

• Second, play hide-and-seek 
Momo’s way. With or  
without a magnifying  
glass and/or camera, 
walk around  
outside  
looking for  
cool things  
to  study.

Questions:
• Which way of playing  

hide-and-seek do you  
like better?

• What did you find  
playing hide-and- 
seek Momo’s way?

• Where is your favorite 
hiding spot?



 
 

Sing these rhymes and songs together or make up 
your own.

If you don’t know the tune for “The Muffin Man,” watch 
a video of the song on YouTube. This version has extra 

verses for the ice cream man and fruit stand man: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXFg5QsTcLQ 

The Squirrel
Whisky, frisky,
Hippity, hop,
Up he goes

To the tree top!

Whirly, twirly,
Round and round,
Down he scampers

To the ground.

Furly, curly,
What a tail,

Tall as a feather,
Broad as a sail.

Where’s his supper?
In the shell,

Snappy, cracky,
Out it fell.

The Muffin Man
Do [or “Oh, do”] you know the muffin man,

The muffin man, the muffin man,
Do you know the muffin man,

Who lives on Drury Lane?

Yes [or “Oh, yes”], I know  
the muffin man,

The muffin man, the muffin man,
Yes, I know the muffin man,

Who lives on Drury Lane

Rhymes and Songs More Resources
Visit a park together. Be sure to keep an eye out for any squirrels  
you may see while visiting the park. Use this website to locate  
a Pennsylvania State Park near you: www.dcnr.state.pa.us/ 
stateparks/findapark

 Books
Go to your local library and ask for factual books about squirrels so 
that you can learn more together. 

Read more books about kindness such as this one that also  
features squirrels:

Where Are My Books? by Debbie Ridpath Ohi  
2015. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.

Spencer’s books slowly go missing, and no one in his family seems 
to know where they’ve gone. When Spencer sets a trap, he discovers 
that squirrels have been stealing his books to read. Once the 
culprits have been discovered, Spencer chooses to share his books 
with the squirrels. 

Read more books written and illustrated by Zachariah OHora:

Stop Snoring, Bernard! by Zachariah OHora 
2011. New York: Henry Holt and Company.

This book was the 2012 PA One Book selection. Refer to  
www.paonebook.org to find activities related to this title.

Bernard tries to find a new place to sleep when his snoring bothers 
the other animals. He tries a lake, a fountain, even a puddle. It 
seems all is lost when he can’t find a suitable place to sleep. But his 
otter friends realize that they miss him and ask him to return, even 
if he snores.

 Apps
Momo, brother, and sister play hide-and-seek together. Try this app to 
play hide-and-seek while learning about habitats and animal traits: 
Animals! Life Sciences Educational Games for Kids in 
Preschool and Kindergarten by iLearn With

Free / $1.99, iPad, Android, Kindle Fire

Recommended for kids 3 and up, play through three levels of 
difficulty: 1) animal appearance, 2) animal habitats, and 3) in-
depth habitat information.  

Or use this app to create a “Pastry Power” story: 
Superhero Comic Book Maker by Duck Duck Moose

Free, iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad

Rated for ages 5 and up, kids can  
choose from different  
backgrounds, characters,  
and sound effects to  
create stories.

This project is made possible by a grant from the  
Institute of Museum and Library Services as administered  
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