
 
 

My Cousin Momo 

 

 
 

Hooray! Cousin Momo is coming for a visit! 

However, Momo wears odd clothes and plays games differently.  

But when they give Momo’s ideas a try,  

brother and sister squirrel end up making a new friend. 

When can they all visit together again? 

  



My Cousin Momo Activities 

 
This activity manual is split into fourteen parts. Please note that many of the activities could fit 

under multiple sections: 

 

Activities by Age Group – A breakdown of which activities in the manual are good for toddlers, 

preschoolers, and school-age children. 

 

Activities by Group Size – A breakdown of which activities in the manual are good for small 

groups or large groups. 

 

The Five Practices for Bolstering Early Literacy – How talking, reading, writing, playing, and 

singing all play a part in early literacy. 

 

Quick Reading Tips – Ideas so you can make the most of your reading time. 

 

Fun Facts about Squirrels 

  

My Cousin Momo Festival – Ideas for hosting an all day celebration honoring My Cousin Momo 

at your location. 

 

Literacy – Activities that focus on reading comprehension, story creation, and general functions 

of a book. 

 

Science – Activities that include scientific facts and concepts. 

 

Engineering – Activities that include science and also problem solving and design. 

 

Math – Activities that include math concepts from learning numbers to days of the week. 

 

Creative Arts – Activities where children draw pictures, create sculptures using food, and 

participate in community projects. 

 

Games and Movement – Activities that involve motor skills and general fun. 

 

Rhymes and Songs – Wordplay fun. 

 

Other Recommended Books and Resources – Books, websites, and apps.  

 

 



Activities by Age Group 

 
The following activities are good for toddlers: 

Note: Any of the activities may be appropriate for your particular group with small adaptations. 

• Tell the Story Through Illustrations (Literacy) 

• Picture Walk (Literacy) 

• Observe Your World (Science) 

• Planting Seeds (Science) 

• Visit a Park (Science) 

• Science Storywalk (Science) 

• Build a Fort/Treehouse (Engineering) 

• Sorting Seeds (Math) 

• Dress Up As a Superhero (Creative Arts) 

• Where is Momo? (Creative Arts) 

• Paper Plate Mushrooms (Creative Arts) 

• Superhero Parade (Games and Movement) 

• Rhymes and Songs 

The following activities are good for preschoolers: 

All activities are appropriate for preschool-age children. You may wish to adapt parts of the 

activities based on your particular group. 

 

The following activities are good for school-age children: 

All activities are appropriate for school-age children. You may wish to adapt parts of the 

activities based on your particular group. 

 

 

 

  



Activities by Group Size 

 
Small Group Activities: 

• All activities are appropriate for use with a small group. 

 

Large Group Activities: 

The following activities are especially good for a larger group. Remember that everyone has 

different presentation/teaching styles. You may be very comfortable doing some of the other 

activities in this guide with a larger group. 

• Tell the Story through Illustrations (Literacy) 

• Group Reading (Literacy) 

• Picture Walk (Literacy) 

• Achievable Super Powers (Literacy) 

• Observe Your World (Science) (With enough chaperones) 

• How Many (Math) 

• Kindness Tree (Creative Arts) 

• Animal Sounds (Creative Arts) 

• Where is Momo? (Creative Arts) 

• Paper Plate Mushrooms (Creative Arts) 

• Superhero Parade (Game and Movement) 

• Rhymes and Songs 

 

 

  



The Five Practices for Bolstering Early Literacy 

 
The building blocks for reading are acquired long before children enter school. Fostering the 

development of early literacy skills helps prepare children for school. Talking, writing, reading, 

playing, and singing are an easy and fun way to start building those skills. 

 

Many of the activities in this guide feature these five practices. Look for the icons throughout 

the manual.   

 

Talking – Kids learn words and language rules by listening and talking. Don’t 

worry about talking “on their level;” kids can understand much more than they are able to 

repeat back. Share new words and ideas with kids. Have kids tell stories to further help them 

with language development. 

 

 Writing – Scribbling and drawing are forms of early writing; they are helping kids 

to hone fine motor skills. Writing can also involve activities that strengthen finger muscles 

(playing with clay, tracing in sand) so kids are ready to hold a writing utensil later. 

 

 Reading – The best way to help a child become a reader is to read with them. It 

introduces them to words they might not hear in everyday language. If you follow under the 

words with your finger it helps them learn that words make sounds and that (in English) we 

read left to right. 

 

 Playing – Play is the work of children and it helps them practice being adults. 

There are many opportunities for playing while learning. For example, pretending that a box is a 

boat helps kids think symbolically, preparing them for understanding that letters stand for 

words and ideas.  

 

Singing – It’s easier to remember a song than the spoken word. Add a tune to 

help kids remember things (think of the ABC Song). Plus, you’ll be giving them a mnemonic 

device that they can use in the future. 

  



Quick Reading Tips 

 
• Create a reading environment: 

o Set up a comfortable space. 

o Make sure there is good lighting and that kids can see the illustrations. 

o If you are reading one-on-one, sit close together. 

o Avoid other distractions (noise, televisions, cellphones, etc.). 

• Read books multiple times. 

o Multiple readings offer the opportunity to first enjoy the story then explore 

other parts of the book. 

o Kids like knowing what is coming next. 

o After reading the story, let your child “read” it back to you using their own 

words. 

o Talk about new vocabulary words. 

o Explore the perspective provided in the illustrations. 

o Look for information provided in the illustrations that is not provided in the text. 

o Let children pick the books they want to read. 

• Introduce more books related to themes, topics, characters, authors, and illustrators 

that your child likes. Visit your local library and ask your librarian for assistance. 

• Before reading: 

o Point out the title, author, and illustrator of the book on the cover. 

o Talk about the title of the book. 

o Ask questions based on the cover of the book. Examples from My Cousin Momo 

may include: 

� Who is the author of this book? 

� What is the title of the book? 

� Look at the illustration on the cover. What do you think this book will be 

about? If you have a hardback copy of the book, remove the dust jacket 

and ask the same question. 

� What kind of animal do you think Momo is? 

• During reading: 

o Run your finger under the words. 

o Read with expression. Use difference voices for characters. 

o Ask questions allowing kids to further predict what may happen in the story. 

o Ask questions confirming comprehension of the story. 

o Questions may include: 

� What kinds of animals do you see in the book? 

� Momo is dressed up like a muffin. What flavor is his muffin costume? 

• After reading: 

o Extend the book through related activities (such as the ones in this manual). 

o Ask children to tell you what happened in the story. 

o Ask questions such as: 



� The squirrels play superheroes, Acorn-Pong, and hide-and-seek. What 

games do you like to play? 

� Do you have a friend like Momo? 

• Read both stories and factual information. 

o Read books. 

o Read signs you see in stores. 

o Read letters and emails. 

o Read cereal boxes. 

• Make sure kids see you reading for pleasure.  

• Read together every day. 

   



Fun Facts about Squirrels 

 
These fun facts can be used to introduce a program. Use them all at once or intersperse them 

throughout a multi-week program. Put them on fliers or other promotional materials to garner 

interest in a My Cousin Momo program. These facts are just a starting point. What else can you 

find about squirrels? 

 
� Flying squirrels and tree squirrels do not hibernate.  

� Tree squirrels bury food in the ground for winter. Any nuts that they do not collect can turn 

into a tree. 

� A squirrel’s tail helps it balance. It can also be used as an umbrella in light rain. 

� A chipmunk is a type of squirrel. 

� Chipmunks carry food in a pouch inside each cheek. A chipmunk can carry 32 beechnuts at 

one time. 

� There are more than 200 species of squirrels. 

� Squirrels have four front teeth that never stop growing. 

� Flying squirrels can’t actually fly. Instead they glide through the air with the help of flaps of 

skin that connect their limbs. 

� Everyone thinks of squirrels eating acorns. Some squirrels eat leaves, berries, flowers, bark, 

caterpillars, and even baby birds. 

� There are two types of flying squirrels found in Pennsylvania: the southern flying squirrel 

and the northern flying squirrel. 

� The only type of squirrel that is active at night is the flying squirrel. 

� Flying squirrels can often be found in bird houses.  

 

  



My Cousin Momo Festival 

 
Celebrate the book with a festival of activities. 

 

Things to consider when planning the day: 

• Staffing – Do you need a staff member at each station? Can one staff member keep an 

eye on multiple stations? Are there volunteers that can help? Remember that many 

teenagers are looking for community service hours. 

• Space – Are you planning to use one large space/room/outdoor area or spread activities 

throughout your building? 

• Noise – If activities are too close together it may be difficult for people to hear 

instructions. Plan noisy activities far apart from each other. 

• Supplies – Do you have a set number of attendees or is the attendance unknown? Plan 

activities with more supplies than you think you need. You can also plan for activities 

that don’t require consumable supplies.  

• Station Times – Will all activities be available at all times? Will certain activities only be 

open for a short time period? Can people rotate through activities at their own pace or 

on a set schedule? 

• Weather Contingencies – If you are hosting your event outdoors do you have a place to 

move it in bad weather? 

 

The following activities are particularly suited to a festival. Choose the ones that you like best 

and fit your space: 

• Scheduled readings of the book. Bring in “celebrity” readers to read the book every hour 

during your festival. Readers may include a local park ranger, someone who works with 

animals, or possibly a baker dressed as Muffin Man. 

• Group Reading (Literacy) 

• Mixed Up Story Cubes (Literacy) 

• Learn to Write (Literacy) 

• Planting Seeds (Science) 

• Magnified Science (Science) 

• Building Blocks (Science) 

• Taking Flight (Engineering) 

• Sorting Seeds (Math) 

• How Many (Math) 

• Dress Up as a Superhero (Creative Arts) 

• Kindness Tree (Creative Arts) 

• Paper Plate Mushrooms (Creative Arts) 

• Acorn Donut Holes (Creative Arts) 

• Memory/Matching Game (Games and Movement) 



• Pin the Squirrel in the Tree (Games and Movement) 

• Floating Ping Pong (Games and Movement) 

• Superhero Parade (Games and Movement) 

• Rhymes and Songs 

 

 

 

 

  



Literacy 

 

Tell the Story through Illustrations  

 
Illustrations are an important part of literacy in picture books. Oftentimes they tell more than 

half of the story. 

 

Materials: 

• A copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• Look through the book without reading any of the text. 

• Study the illustrations closely and talk about what is happening on each page. 

 

Questions: 

• What do you think the characters are saying on this page? 

• Do the characters have names? What are they? 

• What are the characters doing on this page? 

• How do the characters feel? Are they happy? Are they sad? 

• Look closely at the pictures. What else do you see on the page? 

 

Extension: 

• Write down your version of the story. You can use Post-it notes to put your words in the 

book without writing directly on the pages. 

• At the end of My Cousin Momo, the cousins are excited to go visit Momo. Write that 

story. What do you think happens when they go visit him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Group Reading  

 

The text in picture books is rarely large enough to read from the back of a room. By creating 

posters of the text you are including everyone in the reading of the words. It will help children 

realize that the letters and words in a book are important. 

 

Materials: 

• A copy of My Cousin Momo 

• 15 pieces of posterboard (or 8 if you use back and front) Note: One double-page spread 

does not have any text. 

• Markers – at least two colors 

 

Directions: 

• Write the text from each double-page spread on a piece of posterboard. Write any text 

that is a speech bubble in a different color from the rest of the text. 

• Make the text large so that a group of children can see the words. 

• You may choose to combine some pages and split others up (this will affect the number 

of pieces of posterboard that you need). 

• As you read the book, display the correct piece of posterboard so that everyone can 

read together. 

• Note: This activity is easiest with two adults – one to hold the book and one to flip the 

posterboard pieces. 

 

Questions: 

• How many words are used in this story? 

• What word has the most letters? 

 

Extensions: 

• Count the number of words on each page. 

• Point out all of the capital (big) letters together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nonfiction vs. Fiction  
 

Use this opportunity to talk about nonfiction (facts) and fiction (make believe) books. Try to use 

specific vocabulary words such as nonfiction, fiction, facts. 

 

Materials: 

• A copy of My Cousin Momo 

• One of the nonfiction titles about squirrels listed in the back of the manual. Note: Some 

of the nonfiction titles look and read like a fiction title. Pick one that clearly looks like a 

nonfiction title to make this activity easier and more logical for young learners. 

 

Directions: 

• Read both books aloud to the group. 

 

Questions: 

• Which book is about real squirrels? 

• Do people and animals talk in real life? 

• Which book contains facts about an animal? 

• Which book is make believe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Compare Stories   
 

Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

• Copy of another book from the resource section. Some suggestions are: Where Are My 

Books?, Mushroom in the Rain, or A New Home. 

 

Directions: 

• Read both stories aloud.  

• Discuss the similarities and differences between the two stories. 

 

Questions: 

• What animals are in both books? 

• After determining the answer to the above question: Do the squirrels (or other 

matching animal) look the same in both books? 

• What do the squirrels (or other matching animal) do in each book? 

 

Extensions: 

• Delve deeper into the illustrations of the matching animals. How are they similar? How 

are they different? 

• Questions to ask: 

o Which illustration do you like better? Why? 

o What colors are used to illustrate each animal? 

o Which animal would you like to meet in real life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Walk  

 
Materials: 

• A copy of My Cousin Momo 

• Paper, pen, and paper clips OR post-it notes and a pen 

 

Directions: 

• Look through the book as a group without reading any of the text in the book. 

• Pause on each page to ask everyone what they think is happening based on the pictures. 

• Write your own text for the book as you go through each page. 

• Use a paper clip to attach the text to each page (or a post-it note). 

• Read through the whole book with the text you have written as a group. 

• Then read through the book as the author intended it to be read. 

 

Questions: 

• Do you like the picture walk story we have written as a group? 

• Would you make any changes? What would they be? 

• How are the two stories different? 

• Are there any similarities between the two stories? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Walk Part 2  

 

This activity encourages children to study a particular part of the illustrations on a close level. 

 

Materials: 

• A copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• Look at a couple specific illustrations in the book. Good options are the page where “He 

even messed up hide-and-seek!” or “But we all agreed it was more fun our way.” 

• Talk about all of the colors that you see in the illustration.  

• Look at all of the details to find all of the possibilities. For example, the second 

suggested page has three birds peeking out of a tree. Don’t forget to look at them. 

 

Questions: 

• How many different colors can we find in the room around us? 

• Is your favorite color included in the illustration in the book? 

• How many different types of green can you see in the illustration? 

 

Extensions: 

• Take a field trip to a local park and look for different colors. Can you find more than one 

green in the park? 

• If a field trip is not possible, bring in a random collection of rocks and examine them 

while looking for color. 

• Open a box of crayons (one that has multiple shades of colors) and pull out all of the 

“green” crayons. Ask everyone to choose the one that is closest to the color of grass. 

Does everyone agree? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mixed Up Story Cubes   
 

Materials: 

• 3 large six-sided cubes (these can be made from cardboard boxes, foam, etc.) 

• Markers 

• Images of six of the animals in the book (Brother, Sister, Momo, Mom squirrel, Dad 

squirrel, praying mantis, Stinky George, or any of the animal friends). OR just use the 

word for each animal. 

 

Directions: 

• Create three cubes with parts of the story: 

o Cube 1: Characters 

o Cube 2: Places in the book: Treehouse, Forest, Superhero room, Acorn-Pong 

room, Guest room, Kitchen 

o Cube 3: Actions in the book: Welcomes a guest, Stirs a bowl, Dresses up like a 

superhero, Plays a game, Packs a suitcase, Studies nature, or Takes a picture 

(choose the options you like best) 

• Roll all three cubes to create a line from the story. You might roll “Brother studies 

nature in the kitchen.” 

• Talk about the line you have created. Does it really happen in the story? 

 

Questions: 

• Create a whole new story with the lines you create using the story cubes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parts of a Book  
 

It’s never too early to talk about the parts of a book. Learning how to identify the title and 

author is an especially important skill. This skill will enable children to look for their own books 

in the library. It will also eventually help them create bibliographies for research projects. 

 

Materials: 

• A copy of My Cousin Momo (or any other book of your choice) 

 

Directions: 

Point out and discuss the various parts of a book: 

• Author – the person who wrote the book 

• Book Jacket – the paper cover on the book 

• Copyright Page – cataloguing information about the book, usually in the front of the 

book but sometimes in the back 

• Endpapers – pages glued to the inside of the book cover 

• Illustrator – the person who created the illustrations for the book (For My Cousin Momo 

the illustrator and author are the same) 

• Recto – right hand page of a book 

• Title – the name of the book 

• Verso – left hand page of a book 

 

Questions: 

• Can you identify these parts of a book on another book? 

• Why is it important to be able to identify the title and author of a book? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learn to Write  
 

Learning to write takes a lot of practice. Children need to build up the finger strength to hold a 

writing utensil. They need to learn to identify letters. This activity provides some building blocks 

for learning to write. 

 

Materials: 

• The words “My Cousin Momo” written in large, clear letters on paper. Create a sheet for 

every child replacing the name “Momo” with their name. 

• Tracing paper (optional) 

• Writing utensil (optional) 
 

Directions: 

• Let the kids trace the letters of each word using their finger. 

• An optional activity is to put a piece of tracing paper over each word and let the kids try 

to trace the words with a crayon or other writing utensil. 

• Talk about how words are read left to right (in English). 
 

Questions: 

• Can you sing the ABC song? 

• What do the letters represent? (sounds) 

• What are words made of? (letters) 

• Does your name have any of the same letters as Momo’s name? How about your 

friends’ names? 

• How many letters are in Momo’s name? How many letters are in your name? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What Will You Pack?  
 

Materials: 

• The cover inside the dust jacket on the hardcover book showing the inside of Momo’s 

suitcase. 

• If you don’t have a hardcover copy of the book, the page that shows Momo repacking 

has a couple items that you can talk about. 

 

Directions: 

• Talk about what Momo has packed to bring with him. 

• Then talk about what you would pack to bring on a trip. 

 

Questions: 

• What does Momo have in his suitcase?  

• Why does he have a camera? 

• What fun things did he pack? 

• What does he pack to take care of himself (i.e., his toothbrush)? 

 

Extension: 

• Pack a suitcase together. Bring in a suitcase and a variety of things that you would pack 

to go on vacation.  As suggestions are made for what to pack, add that item to the 

suitcase. If you don’t have a suggested item, ask the child to draw a picture of that item 

to add to the suitcase. 

• Pack a suitcase together. Adjust the above activity by asking everyone to bring in 

something that they would pack. Lay out those items and talk about what is missing. Did 

anyone bring a toothbrush? Did anyone bring a lucky stuffed animal? Did anyone bring 

clean underwear? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Achievable Super Powers  
 

Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• After reading the book, talk about playing superheroes and Muffin Man.  

• Use some of the questions below or just see where the conversation goes. 

 

Questions: 

• What does it take to be a superhero? 

• Name a superhero. Now what makes them a superhero? What do they do? 

• Do you know any real “superheroes?” 

• What superhero would you like to be? 

• What do you do that is heroic? 

• Does your mom or dad do anything heroic? 

• What can you do to be more heroic? 

 

 

  



Science 

 

Observe Your World  

 
Part of being a good scientist involves using good observation skills. Momo likes to use a 

magnifying glass to get a better look at his world. He also takes pictures to remember what he 

sees. 

 

Materials: 

• No special materials needed. This activity can be done anywhere, however, a park or 

other outdoor area is a good place to start. 

 

Directions: 

• Take a look around. What do you see? 

• Talk with each other about the plants, animals, and other objects around you.  

• If doing this activity with a very young child, the adult can do most of the talking. If 

doing this activity with a more verbal child, ask them questions, such as the ones below, 

to help increase their observation skills. 

 

Questions: 

• What colors do you see? 

• Can you see any animals? Are they big or small? Do they have fur? Do they have 

feathers? 

• What do you see that is alive? 

• Are there any plants? Are they in pots? Are they growing out of the ground? 

• Do you see any trees? Are they all the same kind of tree? 

• Is it sunny outside? Or cloudy? Or raining? 

• Are there any puddles nearby? Do you think it rained recently? 

 

Extension: 

• Take paper and crayons with you on your observation adventure. Sit in one place and 

draw everything you can see from that spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Planting Seeds 

 

Squirrels bury acorns as a way of storing them for winter food. Acorns that the squirrel does not 

dig up may become a tree. While it will take too long to grow an oak tree, the concept of seed 

to plant can be experienced by planting other types of seeds. 

 

Materials: 

• One small pot per child (option: use one large pot for the whole group) 

• Soil 

• Scoop or something to shovel soil into pots 

• Seeds (consider seeds that sprout quickly like wildflowers, basil, or grass) 

• Spray bottle 

• Water 

• Craft stick 

• Marker 

 

Directions: 

• Have each child add soil to their pot until it almost reaches the top. 

• Give each child a couple seeds to push down into their soil. (It is recommended that you 

give each child more than one seed in case one doesn’t germinate.) 

• Cover the seeds over with soil. You may choose to describe this as covering the seeds 

with a blanket. 

• Lightly mist the soil with water like a gentle rain. 

• Write each child’s name on a craft stick. Put the stick into the soil to identify each child’s 

pot. 

• Check on the pots daily to watch for growth. 

• Continue to mist the soil to keep it moist. 

 

Questions: 

• Why do we spray the soil with water? 

• Why do you think the seed needs to be put in soil? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visit a Park  

 

Materials: 

• If you want help finding a local park, use the Pennsylvania State Parks website: 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/ 

• There is a Find a Park page that can be searched alphabetically or by region: 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/findapark/index.htm. Note: There are 121 state 

park and conservation areas in Pennsylvania. 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• Walk through the park as a group. 

• Can you find any of these items from the book in your park? 

o A squirrel 

o A tree stump 

o A tree 

o An acorn 

o A bird 

o A mushroom 

o Grass 

o A praying mantis (or any other insects) 

o A rabbit 

o A raccoon 

o Flowers 

• Use your copy of the book as reference to remind you of things to look for 

 

Questions: 

• Do you see any trees that would be good for building a tree house? 

• Did you see any animals in clothing? (This opens up the opportunity for discussion about 

how animals do not normally wear clothing. However, it is possible the group will see a 

pet dog wearing clothes.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science Storywalk 

 

Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

• A piece of bark from a tree, or a small tree branch 

• Tissue paper in fall colors cut into the shape of leaves (or real autumn leaves if it is the 

right season) 

• A real or play acorn 

• A mushroom 

• A feather 

 

Directions: 

• Read My Cousin Momo. Pause along the way to make it a sensory experience. 

• On the page with the treehouse, pass around the piece of bark or tree branch. 

• On any of the pages with trees exhibiting fall leaves colors, pass around the leaves. 

• When the squirrels play Acorn-Pong, pass around the acorn. 

• When Momo studies the mushroom, pass around the mushroom. 

• On the page with the birds in the tree, pass around the feather. 

 

Questions:  

• Did you see anything else in the book that we can bring into the classroom? 

• Ask open ended questions about each object. For example: 

o What does the bark feel like? Does it smell like anything? 

o Would an acorn work well for playing ping pong? 

o If you have real autumn leaves, what do the leaves smell like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Magnified Science 

 

Momo studies the praying mantis with a magnifying glass. What can you study the same way? 

 

Materials: 

• Magnifying glass 

• Objects to study: mushroom, leaf, blade of grass, piece of tree bark, a feather 

 

Directions: 

• Look at the objects through the magnifying glass. 

 

Questions: 

• What do you notice when you look at the object through the magnifying glass? 

• Do the objects look different? What is different? 

 

Extensions: 

• Life Over C’s has a fun game you can do with a magnifying glass: 

https://lifeovercs.com/magnifying-glass-color-game-preschoolers/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seeing at Night 

 

Flying squirrels are typically nocturnal animals. That means that they are most active at night. 

Momo’s eyes are so big because it helps him to see at night. 

 

Materials: 

• A room that can get slightly dark. Remember that kids will get scared in a room that is 

too dark. The concept of being able to see with less light can still be achieved in a 

slightly dark room. 

 

Directions: 

• Gather everyone in the room while the lights are on. 

• Have everyone sit on the floor so that they don’t trip or fall on anyone. 

• Turn off the lights. 

• Ask: Can you see anything? 

• Wait a little while as eyes adjust and ask again if people can see anything? 

 

Questions: 

• Why do you think flying squirrels are active at night? 

 

Extensions: 

• What do people do during the day and at night? Gather a bunch of supplies that are 

associated with either daytime or nighttime activity. Have everyone sort the supplies 

into the correct piles. Examples of daytime supplies: sunglasses, a beach ball, a photo of 

the sun, and a child’s toy. Examples of nighttime supplies: a paper star, a pillow, 

pajamas, and a bedtime story. 

• Gather photographs of diurnal (daytime) and nocturnal animals. Have the children sort 

the photos into a day or night pile or grouping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dissect a Mushroom 

 

Materials: 

• Whole mushrooms purchased from a grocery store. Note: You should have a 

conversation with the kids about not touching wild mushrooms that they find. 

 

Directions: 

• Give every child a mushroom to touch. 

• Encourage them to carefully hold the mushroom and look at all of it before taking it 

apart. Look at the stalk, the cap, and the gills. 

• After spending some time looking at the mushrooms, carefully remove the stalk so you 

can look closer at the cap and gills. 

 

Questions: 

• How would you describe your mushroom? 

• What does it feel like? Is it soft? Hard? Squishy? 

• What color is your mushroom? 

• What does your mushroom smell like? 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Engineering 

 

Build a Fort/Treehouse  
 

The Squirrel family lives in a treehouse. The home depends on branches to support floors, 

walls, and roofs. Building a fort in your living room uses many of these same principles.  
 

Materials: 

• Pillows 

• Blankets and/or sheets 

• The couch, chairs, stools, coffee table, etc. 

• Large boxes (optional) 

• Binder clips and/or chip bag clips (optional) 

• String or yarn (optional) 

 

Directions:  

• Using furniture as the support mechanism, drape blankets or sheets to create a fort in 

your living room (or other room in the house). 

• If the couch cushions are removeable, they can be used as walls or additional support 

structures. 

• Kitchen/dining room chairs can be added to create a larger fort with additional rooms. 

• Yarn can be strung between chairs to hold up blankets or sheets. 

• Large boxes can be used as “additions” to the fort. 

• Clips will help keep blankets and sheets in place. 

 

Questions: 

• How many rooms does your fort/treehouse have? 

• Does your fort have a bedroom? If this was your house where would you sleep? 

• What was the hardest part of building the fort? 

 

Extension: 

• Build a small scale treehouse using different supplies such as Legos, blocks, Dixie cups, 

or books. 

• If the fort is big enough, eat a meal in the fort or sleep in the fort for the night. 

• Read a book together using a flashlight inside the fort. 

 

 



Building Blocks 

 

Materials: 

• Legos, blocks, or another type of building toy 

 

Directions: 

• Use the building toy to create a treehouse for the squirrels to live in. 

 

Questions: 

• What does a squirrel like to have in its home? 

• Would you like to live in a treehouse? 

 

Extension: 

• Draw a picture of the treehouse you have built. 

• Use the toys to create houses for other animals. What is different between a house for a 

squirrel and a house for a fish? Or a dog? Or a bird? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Taking Flight 
 

Flying Squirrels don’t actually fly. They use their wing flaps to glide through the air. On the 

second to last page, Momo is not wearing a shirt. This is because he needs to let his wing flaps 

open up. 

 

Materials: 

• Basic white paper 

• Instructions on how to build paper airplanes. There are many books and websites 

(http://www.foldnfly.com/ is one example) with paper airplane design directions. 

• Optional: Computer with Internet access. 

 

Directions: 

• Optional: Watch a video about a flying squirrel. Nat Geo Wild has a fantastic one on 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-FHzf4xnWw  

• Make paper airplanes together. 

• Bring them outside to fly.  

• Keep track of where each airplane lands. 

 

Questions: 

• Which airplane flew the furthest? 

• Why do you think that airplane went that far? 

 

Extensions: 

• Try launching the airplanes from different heights to see how far they fly. For example, 

you can stand on top of a picnic table or at the top of a set of stairs. 

  



Math 

 
Math – Calendars  
 

Brother and Sister squirrel use a calendar at the end of the story to look forward to seeing 

Momo again. Using a calendar as a family can help with learning numbers and counting. 

 

Materials: 

• A paper calendar (A quick search for “(month) (year) calendar” will provide many 

printable options online 

• Markers, pens, or stickers (Anything you want to use to mark days as they pass) 

 

Directions: 

• Each morning, look at the calendar together.  

• X out or somehow mark the day before noting that it is done. 

• Do simple math together.  

o Count the number of days in a week. 

o Count how many days until a special event (the weekend, a party, library day) 

o Work on number identification by looking at the date for each day 

 

Questions: 

• What numbers do you see on the calendar? 

• How many days until the weekend? 

• Can you count the number of days in this month? 

 

Extensions: 

• Use family photographs to create a paper calendar for the year. Consider highlighting 

family members during their birthday month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sorting Seeds 

 

Acorns are seeds for oak trees. While acorns may not be readily available depending on when 

you do this activity, you can still talk about other types of seeds and use them for a sorting 

activity. 

 

Materials: 

• Muffin tins (egg cartons will also work) 

• Many different types of seeds (you may want to consider using edible seeds such as 

pumpkin and sunflower) 

 

Directions: 

• Mix the different types of seeds together. 

• Encourage kids to sort the seeds into the muffin tins. 

• You may choose to give direction and ask kids to sort by type of seed. You may choose 

to allow the kids to sort by whatever system they choose. 

 

Questions: 

• Can you sort the seeds a different way? 

• How many seeds are in each group? 

 

Extensions: 

• This activity can be done with a variety of different objects: Legos, candies, pom-poms, 

rocks, etc. 

• Put different colored cupcake liners in the muffin tin. Then sort objects to match colors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Find the Shapes 

 
Knowing and recognizing shapes is an important mathematics learning block for preschoolers. 

Help them learn to find shapes everywhere they look. 

 

Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

• Optional: Paper examples of basic shapes – circle, square, triangle, oval, rectangle 

 

Directions: 

• Carefully look at each image in My Cousin Momo 

• Point out the shapes that are in the images. Examples: 

o Circles are used as eyes for many of the animals. 

o There are triangles used as flags/banners when the forest animals meet Momo. 

o There are triangles in the rug design in the background when Momo is repacking 

his suitcase. 

 

Questions: 

• Can you find shapes in the room around you? 

• What else is shaped like a circle? Square? Triangle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Counting Words 

 
Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• Turn to a page in the book that has words on both the left and right side. (A good place 

to start is the page when all of the forest animals are encouraging Momo to fly.) 

• Tell the children to look at the words on each page.  

• Ask “Which one of these two pages has more words?” 

• Count one page and then the other. Note: Be sure to run your finger under the words as 

you count. Purposefully stop under each word to help children start to recognize the 

space in between words. 

• If you wish to continue, try the Acorn-Pong page. 

 

Questions: 

• Were you correct in guessing the page with the most words? 

• Why did you think that page had more words? 

 

Extensions: 

• For older children, have them estimate pages that they cannot view simultaneously. For 

example, look at the first two pages of the story. You’ll have to flip back and forth 

between the pages as you talk about the activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Count the Animals 

 
Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• Count the number of animals you can find on every page of the book. For example, the 

title page has two animals – brother and sister squirrel. 

• Be sure to study each page carefully before moving on. Some animals aren’t as obvious 

as others.  

• As a group you’ll need to decide if you include stuffed animals (on the bed) or images of 

animals (in photographs or on Momo’s suitcase) in your count. 

 

Questions: 

• What page has the most animals? 

• Are there any animals that appear on every page of the book? 

 

Extension: 

• Visit a park or other outdoor space and count the number of animals you can see. 

• Make a list of the types of animals in the book. As you look at a page, talk about the 

different types of animals. Is each one already on your list? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How Many?  

 

The art of estimation uses many skills: visually counting the number of items seen, assessing the 

size and shape of the items in question, using addition and/or multiplication skills to finalize a 

final estimate, and a little bit of lucky guessing. 

 

Materials: 

• A large clear container with a lid 

• Acorns or ping-pong balls 

 

Directions: 

• Fill the container with acorns.  

• Let everyone estimate/guess the number of acorns in the container without opening it. 

• If you choose to do this activity as part of a festival, put a box and slips of paper by the 

container so people can submit their guesses. 

 

Questions: 

• Which guess was closest? 

• How did you decide on your guess? 

• Why is it hard to guess how many acorns are in the container? 

 
 

 



Creative Arts 

 
Dress Up as a Superhero 
 

When the Squirrels play superhero, Momo dresses up as Muffin Man. What new superhero can 

you dress up like? 

 

Materials: 
• Anything that can be used as part of a costume: 

o Clothes 

o Hats 

o Shoes 

o Large cardboard box 

o Wrapping paper 

o Kitchen supplies such as a colander, plastic cup 

o Ribbon 

o The ideas are endless 

 

Directions: 

• Use whatever supplies you can find to dress up like a brand new superhero. 

 

Questions: 

• What is your superheroes power? 

• What is the name of your superhero? 

 

Extension: 

• Draw a picture of yourself in your new costume. 

• Write a story about this superheroes adventures. An adult can write down whatever the 

child creates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kindness Tree 
 

Materials:  

• Large tree made out of paper 

• Construction paper in various colors 

• Scissors 

• Writing utensil (marker, crayon, pen) 

• Masking tape (or other way of affixing tree to the wall) 

• Large wall space 

 

Directions: 

• Hang the tree on the wall with the words “Tell Us Your Kind Act” above it. 

• Whenever someone mentions doing something kind, trace their hand on construction 

paper. 

• Cut out the hand. 

• Write their kind act on the hand. 

• Add the hand as a leaf for the tree. 

 

Questions: 

• How did the kind act make you feel? 

• What else can you do that is kind? 

 

Extensions: 

• Host a kindness week or month. Encourage everyone to do at least one thing kind every 

day for a week.  

• Create a kindness jar. Put a large empty, clear container in a prevalent spot. Put blank 

pieces of paper and pencils near the container. Whenever someone does something 

kind, write it down and put the paper in the container. How long does it take to fill the 

container? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Luggage Art 
 

Momo has stickers on his luggage from other places he has visited. Take a look at the images of 

his suitcase together. Note: The cover inside the dust jacket of the hard cover book has a great 

image of both sides of his suitcase. Talk about the images and what they may mean. You may 

also want to talk about different places to go and how they can be represented in an image. For 

example, the beach can be represented with a picture of a beach ball. You also may want to 

focus on places you can visit in your area: a museum, the local restaurant, etc. 

 

Materials: 

• Paper cut into the shape of luggage. (You may also use manila folders which look slightly 

luggage-shaped) 

• Crayons or marker. 

 

Directions: 

• Draw pictures of places you want to go on your luggage.  

 

Questions: 

• Where do you want to go?  

• What did you draw? Why? 

 

Extension: 

• Ask library patrons to bring in postcards from places that they visit. Put these postcards 

on a giant piece of paper shaped like luggage.  

• Use travel magazines to cut out images to glue onto your luggage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Compare Art  

 
Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

• Copy of any other book illustrated by Zachariah OHora (see the resources list for 

suggestions) 

 

Directions: 

• Look at the books side-by-side. 

• If you see any images that are similar, pause on those pages to compare and contrast. 

 

Questions: 

• Do you see any images that are similar? 

• Are any of the same animals used in both books? 

• Are the same colors used in both books? 

• Which illustrations do you like better? Why? 

 

 

 

Animal Sounds  

 

It can be fun to read a book using different voices. Get everyone involved in the fun. 

 

Materials: 

• Copy of My Cousin Momo 

 

Directions: 

• Read My Cousin Momo together. 

• Whenever one of the characters talks, pause to ask everyone what that animal sounds 

like. Is it a deep voice? A squeaky voice? A loud voice? 

• Read that animal’s part using the suggested type of voice. 

 

Questions: 

• Why do you think that characters sounds like that? 

 

 

 

 



Where is Momo? 

 

Momo has many stickers on his luggage which makes it seem that he has traveled a lot. This 

activity is based on the concept of Flat Stanley. (http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/) 

 

Materials: 

• A color copy of an image of Momo 

• A camera 

• Access to the Internet 

 

Directions: 

• Circulate the image of Momo (option to have multiple images). 

• Ask people to take a photograph of Momo in fun places (a park, another city, the zoo). 

• After taking the photograph, encourage people to post the photo to social media using a 

special hashtag. For example, #(yourlibraryname)Momo or #WhereIsMomo. 

• Watch to see where Momo ends up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper Plate Mushrooms 

 

Momo finds mushrooms while playing hide-and-seek. Create your own mushrooms that you 

can hide throughout the room for people to find. 

 

Materials: 

• Paper plates 

• Brown cardstock 

• Crayons or markers 

• Glue 

• Optional: tissue paper, stickers, pom poms, etc. 

 

Directions: 

• Cut the paper plates in half. They will serve as the top of the mushroom. 

• Decorate the paper plate using crayons, markers, or whatever supplies you have. 

• Cut a stalk for the mushroom and attached it to the cut side of the paper plate using 

glue. 

• You can find an example of this craft on this blog: 

http://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2016/04/paper-plate-mushrooms-kid-craft.html 

 

Questions: 

• What color did you make your mushroom?  

• What do you think your mushroom would taste like? 

 

Extensions: 

• Create mushrooms using playdoh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Time 

 
Momo always has his camera around his neck. He likes to take pictures of the things he sees on 

his trip. You can also take photos of the world around you. 

 

Materials: 

• Digital camera or phone with camera 

• Computer or other way of viewing the photos on a large screen 

• Optional: Color printer to print copies of the photos 

 

Directions: 

• Go out as a group and let everyone take one photo of something they see that is 

interesting. 

• Return to the classroom/program room and download the pictures onto a computer. 

• Look at the pictures that were taken as a group. 

 

Questions: 

• While looking at each photograph – What do you see in this picture? 

• What colors are in this picture? 

• What shapes are in this picture? 

 

Extensions: 

• Keep track of which child takes each photograph. Then print all of the photos out and 

post them in the library with the child’s first name. You can create a little gallery of 

children’s photography. 

 

 

Acorn Donut Holes 

 

Materials: 

• Glazed donut holes 

• Nutella, peanut butter, or chocolate frosting 

• Chocolate sprinkles 

• Pretzel sticks 

 

Directions: 

• Dip the top third of the donut into the Nutella 

• Then dip into a bowl of chocolate sprinkles to cover the Nutella 

• Push a pretzel stick through the top as the acorn stem 

• Recipe, image, and more squirrel related snacks can be found here: 

http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/1026173/15-squirrel-themed-snacks-for-

movie-night  



 

Decorate Muffins 
 

Materials: 

• Muffins or cupcakes with frosting 

• A variety of decorating options: candies, raisins, pretzels 

 

Directions: 

• Decorate your Muffin Man dessert however you wish. 

 

Extensions: 

• Decorate squirrel, acorn, or muffin shaped cookies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Games and Movement 
 

Play Hide-and-Seek Two Ways  
 

The Squirrels play hide-and-seek the “traditional” way and Momo’s way. So can you! 

 

Materials: 

• Magnifying glass (optional) 

• Camera (optional) 

 

Directions: 

• First, play hide-and-seek the “traditional” way. One person covers their eyes and counts 

to a pre-determined number. Everyone else hides. Then the first person tries to find 

everyone. 

• Second, play hide-and-seek Momo’s way. With or without a magnifying glass and/or 

camera, walk around outside looking for cool things to study. 

 

Questions: 

• Which way of playing hide-and-seek to you like better? 

• What did you find playing Momo’s way? 

• Where is your favorite hiding spot? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memory/Matching Game  

 

Materials: 

• A deck of playing cards (you will need 20 cards) 

• Two identical images for each of the following items in the book: squirrel, camera, 

suitcase, treehouse, Muffin Man, mushroom, acorn, praying mantis, magnifying glass, 

calendar 

• Recommended: Put the matching word underneath each image to build reading skills. 

• Glue 

 

Directions: 

• Glue the images to the number side of the cards 

• Once the glue dries, flip each card over on a table so that the images are facing down 

• Take turns flipping over two cards 

• If the two cards match, that person keeps those two cards 

• If the two cards do not match, it is the next person’s turn 

• The winner is the person with the most cards at the end 

 

Questions: 

• How did you decide which cards to pick up each time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pin the Squirrel in the Tree  
 

Pin the Tail on the Donkey is a classic children’s party game. Create your own version of the 

game to go with My Cousin Momo. 

 

Materials: 

• Large piece of paper 

• Crayons or Markers 

• Die-cut squirrels 

• Tape 

• A blindfold 

 

Directions: 

• Draw a tree on the large piece of paper. 

• Optional: Draw a treehouse in the tree to make the game more difficult. In this case, the 

children are aiming to put their squirrel in its house. 

• Give each child a squirrel with a piece of tape on the back. 

• Blindfold the children one at a time and let them try to “pin” their squirrel in the tree. 

• The child closest to the correct placement wins. 

 

Questions: 

• How does your sense of touch help with this game? 

 

 

Food Ping-Pong 

 

Materials: 

• Ping pong paddles 

• A table or other flat surface 

• Food that resembles ping pong balls: marshmallows or donut holes are possibilities. 

• Ping pong balls 

 

Directions: 

• You may wish to do this activity outside because it might get messy. 

• First show kids how real ping pong balls work with the paddles. 

• Attempt to play ping pong with the food items. 

 

Questions: 

• Did any of the foods work for ping pong? 

• What did the squirrels use to play ping pong? Did it work? Why or why not? 



Create Your Own Game 

 

Momo plays games differently from others. You can create your own game, too. 

 

Materials: 

• A variety of materials typically used in games: balls, dice, game pieces, etc.  

• Optional: Poster board 

• Optional: Markers 

 

Directions: 

• Talk about how games have rules. 

• Most people know how to play hide-and-seek. Talk about the rules to that game. 

Optional: Write them down on a piece of poster board. 

• Now talk about a brand new game. What are the rules of the game? How do you play? 

Are there teams? Is there a way to win? 

• If possible, play the new game. 

 

Questions: 

• What are the rules of your game? 

• Is the game fun? 

• Is it like another game you like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Floating Ping Pong 
 

This website has images of the activity and more information: 

https://buggyandbuddy.com/floating-ping-pong-ball-science/  

 

Materials: 

• Flexible drinking straws 

• Ping pong balls 

 

Directions: 

• Fold the straw so that it is at a 90 degree angle. 

• Put the long end of the straw in your mouth. 

• Make sure the end of the straw is pointing straight up. 

• Put the ping pong ball on the end of the straw and blow to suspend the ping pong ball in 

the air. 

 

Questions: 

• Try blowing hard. Then trying blowing soft. Which works better? 

• Did you learn any tricks to help the ball stay in the air? 

• How long can you keep the ping pong ball in the air? Have someone time you. 

 

Extensions: 

• Create a ping pong ball obstacle course. Put a variety of objects on the floor and try to 

maneuver the ping pong ball around them but pushing it with air through the straw. 

• What else can you try to suspend in the air using the straw? How about a marshmallow? 

 

 

 

Superhero Parade 

 

Materials: 

• Space to host a simple people-only parade. This can be indoors or outdoors. 

 

Directions: 

• Advertise your parade and invite people to come. 

• Ask people to dress up as a superhero. They can come as a known superhero or dress up 

as anything they like. 

• Have everyone line up and follow the parade route. If possible, ask staff or patrons to 

line up along the parade route to cheer everyone on. 

 

Extensions: 

• This activity can be paired with a superhero storytime. 



Rhymes and Songs  

 
Note: If the copyright/public domain status of a rhyme could not be confirmed, a link is 

provided to access the lyrics. 

 

Nursery Rhymes 
 

The Squirrel 

Whisky Frisky, 

Hippity Hop, 

Up he goes 

To the tree top! 

 

Whirly, twirly, 

Round and round, 

Down he scampers 

To the ground. 

 

Furly, curly, 

What a tail, 

Tall as a feather, 

Broad as a sail. 

 

Where's his supper? 

In the shell, 

Snappy, cracky, 

Out it fell. 

 

The Squirrel (Whisky Frisky Hippity Hop) 

https://www.scrapbook.com/poems/doc/1777.html 

 

Brown Squirrel, Brown Squirrel 

Refer to this JBrary site for a rhyme and flannel board idea: https://jbrary.com/flannel-friday-

brown-squirrel-brown-squirrel/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Where Is Squirrel? 

(Tune: Where Is Thumbkin?) 

Adapted by Julie Dietzel-Glair  

 

Where is squirrel? Where is squirrel? 

In a tree, in a tree. 

How are you today sir? 

Very well I thank you. 

Scamper away, scamper away 

  

Where is squirrel? Where is squirrel? 

Playing games, playing games. 

How are you today ma’am?  

Very well I thank you. 

Run away, run away 

 

Where is flying squirrel? Where is flying squirrel? 

Soaring high, soaring high. 

How are you today sir?  

Very well I thank you. 

Fly away, fly away 

 

A Little Squirrel 

Click this link for a funny poem about a squirrel: https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/a-little-

squirrel-fun-poem/  

 

The Muffin Man 

Do [or "Oh, do"] you know the muffin man, 

The muffin man, the muffin man, 

Do you know the muffin man, 

Who lives on Drury Lane? 

 

Yes [or "Oh, yes"], I know the muffin man, 

The muffin man, the muffin man, 

Yes, I know the muffin man, 

Who lives on Drury Lane 

 

If you don’t know the tune for “The Muffin Man,” watch a video of the song on YouTube. This 

version has extra verses for the ice cream man and fruit stand man: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXFg5QsTcLQ  

 

 

 

 



Star Light, Star Bright (Use this rhyme on the page when Momo soars off into the night sky) 

(Oral tradition) 

Star light, star bright 

First star I see tonight 

I wish I may, I wish I might 

Have the wish I wish tonight. 

 

Little Laughs Music. Animal Tower. 

2010. ASIN B004FZR9FK. 

Jump along with the squirrel until he gets tired and decides to rest. Play track #3 “My Squirrel.” 

 

Reid-Naiman, Kathy. When It’s Autumn. 

2013. 

This CD has two great songs for the squirrel theme. Both encourage movement including 

hopping, flying, and shaking your bushy tail. Play track #3, “Walk Old Squirrel” to dance and 

have fun. Play track #4, “Grey Squirrel” to work on color identification. 

 

Sesame Street. Hot! Hot! Hot! Dance Songs. 

2008. ASIN B00187PN7Y. 

Dance to the beat of these fun songs. Play track #6, “Silly Squirrel Dance,” to dance like a 

squirrel. 

  



Other Recommended Books and Resources 

 
Fiction – Squirrels 

 

Barnard, Lucy. Squirrel’s Busy Day. 

2013. Irvine, CA: QEB Publishing, Inc. 

Squirrel is busy gathering acorns for the winter and turns down all of the friends that want to 

play. When disaster strikes, his friends step in and help, leaving time for play. 

 

Bowers, Tim. A New Home. 

2002. Orlando, FL: Harcourt, Inc. 

This very simple beginning to read book features a squirrel that has moved and wants to make 

new friends. A bonus “Pack Your Suitcase” activity in the back adds another connection 

between this book and My Friend Momo.  

 

Bedford, David. I Love My Daddy. 

2013. Illus., Brenna Vaughan and Henry St. Leger. New York: Parragon. 

Little Squirrel and Daddy play together in the forest. Whenever Little Squirrel gets stuck, Daddy 

is there to help. When Little Squirrel gets frustrated, Daddy finds a way to encourage his little 

one. 

 

Bruchac, Joseph and James. How Chipmink Got His Stripes. 

2001. Illus., Jose Aruego and Arianne Dewey. New York: Puffin Books. 

This is a picture book version of the Native American tale of how Brown Squirrel got stripes and 

becomes Chipmunk. 

 

Ehlert, Lois. Nuts to You! 

1993. Orlando, FL: Harcourt, Inc. 

An off-page narrator takes joy in watching a squirrel out the window. When the squirrel sneaks 

inside, the narrator tempts it back out with nuts. The font in this book is large allowing for kids 

to follow along with the words. 

 

Emmett, Jonathan. Leaf Trouble. 

2009. Illus., Caroline Jayne Church. New York: Scholastic, Inc. 

Pip is distraught when his tree home starts losing its leaves. He collects them and puts them 

back on the branches without much success. Finally, his mother explains that “taking care of 

the leaves was hard work for the tree” and that it deserves a rest. 

 

 

 

 

 



Kasza, Keiko. Finders Keepers. 

2015. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons. 

Squirrel uses his hat to mark the spot where he buries an acorn. Before he returns, the hat 

blows away and becomes a nest, boat, and clown nose for other animals. Luckily, it ends up 

right back where it started before Squirrel returns. This humorous book is also an interesting 

look at how objects can be used in different ways. 

 

Rose, Nancy. The Secret Life of Squirrels. 

2014. New York: Little, Brown and Company. 

Nature photographer Nancy Rose uses her pictures of squirrels to create a story about a 

squirrel and his visit from his cousin. Kids will delight in seeing photographs of a squirrel 

vacuuming, doing laundry, and making a tiny bed. 

 

Rubin, Adam. Those Darn Squirrels! 

2008. Illus., Daniel Salmieri. New York: Clarion Books. 

Old Man Fookwire loves birds. He paints pictures of them and puts out food for them. Old Man 

Fookwire does not like squirrels. They take the food from the birdfeeders. But when the birds 

fly south for the winter, the squirrels find a way to gain Old Man Fookwire’s heart. Be sure to 

look for other books in the Those Darn Squirrels series including: Those Darn Squirrels and the 

Cat Next Door and Those Darn Squirrels Fly South. 

 

Sherry, Kevin. Acorns Everywhere! 

2009. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Gather! Dig! Bury! That’s all squirrel needs to do with all of the acorns he finds. But when his 

stomach growls can he remember where he buried his stash? This book has very limited text 

making it appropriate for the youngest of listeners. 

 

Watt, Mélanie. Scaredy Squirrel. 

2006. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press, Ltd. 

Every day is the same for Scaredy Squirrel but he likes it that way. It keeps him safe. Until one 

day the unexpected happens and Scaredy Squirrel finds that the unknown can be fun too. Be 

sure to look for other books in the Scaredy Squirrel series including: Scaredy Squirrel at Night, 

Scaredy Squirrel at the Beach, Scaredy Squirrel Goes Camping, Scaredy Squirrel Has a Birthday 

Party, Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend, Scaredy Squirrel Prepares for Christmas, and Scaredy 

Squirrel Prepares for Halloween.  

 

Nonfiction – Squirrels 

 

Diemer, Lauren. Squirrels. 

2008. New York: Weigl Publishers Inc. 

Part of the Backyard Animals series, this book has too much text to be read aloud to a group. 

However, the photographs can be shared along with one or two sentences per page. 

 

 



Kalman, Bobbie. Baby Rodents. 

2013. New York: Crabtree Publishing Company. 

Who can resist photographs of baby animals. And did you know that prairie dogs and marmots 

are part of the big squirrel family? This book offers the opportunity to learn about other 

rodents.  

 

Leaf, Christina. Gray Squirrels. 

2015. Minneapolis, MN: Bellwether Media. 

Part of the Blastoff! Readers series, this book is considered a Level 3 (Early Fluent) by the 

publisher. The book contains information, charts, and many photographs of gray squirrels in 

action. 

 

Sawyer, J. Clark. Thirteen-Lined Ground Squirrels. 

2015. New York: Bearport Publishing. 

Not all squirrels live in trees. Thirteen-lined ground squirrels live in burrows in the ground. 

These squirrels can be found in the far western parts of Pennsylvania. Large photographs in this 

book will show well in a group reading. 

 

Sayre, April Pulley. Squirrels Leap, Squirrels Sleep. 

2016. Illus., Steve Jenkins. New York: Henry Holt and Company.  

Brief lyrical text introduces readers to information about squirrels. The book reads and looks 

like a storybook. Further information can be found in the back matter. 

 

Fiction – Kindness 

 

Bates, Ivan. The Hide-and-Scare Bear. 

2015. Somerville, MA: Templar Books. 

The animals in the forest have decided that enough is enough. Someone needs to stand up to 

the bear and make him stop scaring everyone. Little rabbit speaks up and suggests teaching 

bear how to play and be nice rather than punishing him. In the end, everyone gets along, even 

if bear’s hugs are a little strong. 

 

Butler, M. Christina. One Winter’s Day. 

2006. Illus., Tina Macnaughton. Intercourse, PA: Good Books. 

When Little Hedgehog’s nest is lost in a winter storm, he ventures to Badger’s house to stay the 

night. Along the way, he gives his hat, gloves, and scarf to other animals in need. After the 

storm, the animals return his kindness by building a nice, cozy nest for him. 

 

Camcam, Princesse. Fox’s Garden. 

2014. New York: Enchanted Lion Books. 

In this wordless picture book, a pregnant fox seeks shelter on a snowy night. Most people shoo 

the fox away until it finds an open door to a greenhouse. A young child notices the fox and 

brings something for it to eat. The fox repays the child’s kindness by building a “garden” in the 

child’s room overnight. 



 

Claire, Céline. Shelter. 

2016. Illus., Qin Leng. Toronto, ON: Kids Can Press. 

As a storm approaches in the forest, two bear brothers seek shelter with the other animals. No 

one is willing to help. However, when the fox family find themselves out in the storm, the 

brothers take them in and share their humble shelter with their new friends. 

 

Dahl, Michael. Be a Star, Wonder Woman! 

2017. Illus., Omar Lozano. North Mankato, MN: Capstone Young Readers. 

A young girl exhibits heroic traits via kindness throughout the day at school. Written as a simple 

graphic novel picture book, each page has an illustration of the young child paired with an 

image of Wonder Woman saving the day. This is a great book for showing kids that even heroes 

need help and kindness from their friends. 

 

DiOrio, Rana. What Does It Mean To Be Kind? 

2015. Illus., Stéphane Jorisch. San Francisco, CA: Little Pickle Press. 

Being kind is easy and this book provides children with a variety of ways they can be kind 

throughout their day. The text is simple and straightforward. After reading the book, a group 

can talk about other ways to be kind that aren’t included in the text. 

 

Dudley, Rebecca. Hank Finds an Egg. 

2013. White Plains, NY: Peter Pauper Press, Inc. 

Hank finds an egg that has fallen from its nest. He tries to return the egg but the nest is too high 

for him to reach. He cares for the egg until it can be returned. Kids can “read” this wordless 

picture book on their own or it can be shared with a group. 

 

Fields, Terri. One Good Deed. 

2015. Illus., Deborah Melmon. Minneapolis, MN: Kar-Ben Publishing. 

Lancaster Street isn’t a very neighborly place. But one day, Jake has the idea to share the 

mulberries he has picked with old Mrs. Thompson. The domino effect of people sharing soon 

spreads throughout the neighborhood making the street warm and sunny even on gray days. 

 

Ginsburg, Mirra. Mushroom in the Rain. 

1974. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company. 

Ant squeezes underneath a tiny mushroom to protect himself from the rain. While it seems that 

there shouldn’t be room, he shares the space with butterfly, mouse, sparrow, and rabbit. This 

classic story of kindness is also a nice link to Momo’s version of hide-and-seek as he 

photographs a mushroom. 

 

Hill, Meggan. Nico & Lola: Kindness shared between a boy and a dog. 

2009. Photographs by Susan M. Graunke. Carpentersville, IL: Genuine Prints LLC. 

A little boy cares for his aunt’s dog and learns what is means to be “so kind.” Each page features 

a core value of being kind to others. Kids will enjoy looking at the photographs of the child and 

the pet pug. 



 

Murphy, Mary. How Kind! 

2002. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. 

Hen gives an egg to Pig and soon all of the animals are finding ways to be kind to each other. 

The simplicity of the illustrations and text make this a good book for young preschoolers. 

 

Nelson, Kadir. If You Plant a Seed. 

2015. New York: Balzer + Bray. 

A bunny and a mouse plant tomato, carrot, and cabbage seeds. When the fruits of their labor 

grow, they try to keep everything for themselves. In time, they learn that by sharing the birds 

will be kind in return and everyone will benefit. 

 

Ohi, Debbie Ridpath. Where Are My Books? 

2015. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. 

Spencer’s books slowly go missing and no one in his family seems to know where they’ve gone. 

When Spencer sets a trap, he discovers that squirrels have been stealing his books to read. 

Once the culprits have been discovered, Spencer chooses to share his books with the squirrels. 

This is a fun book about kindness and squirrels. 

 

Orloff, Karen Kaufman. Miles of Smiles. 

2016. Illus., Luciano Lozano. New York: Sterling Children’s Books. 

Baby smiles at mom and the mom smiles at Mrs. Glass. The smile slowly passes from person to 

person until it returns to baby. Sometimes all you need to do to brighten someone’s day is to 

smile at them. 

 

Willems, Mo. Can I Play Too? 

2010. New York: Hyperion Books for Children. 

Elephant and Piggie are playing catch. Snake wants to play, too. After a bit of trial and error, the 

three friends find a way to play together even though Snake does not have arms to catch the 

ball. Sometimes being kind involves making adjustments to your plants. Part of the Elephant 

and Piggie series, this book is great for beginning readers and group read-alouds. 

 

Nocturnal Animals 

Flying squirrels are typically nocturnal. Whereas, gray squirrels are active during the day. Learn 

more about other nocturnal animals in these books. 

 

Cooper, Wade. Night Creatures. 

2007. New York: Scholastic, Inc. 

This beginning to read title is considered a Level 2: Developing Reader by the publisher. Kids can 

learn about common nocturnal animals, such as an owl, along with lesser-known animals, such 

as a bush baby. 

 

 

 



Esbaum, Jill. Nighttime. 

2015. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Kids. 

Explore many aspects of the night including the stars and constellations. It also introduces 

many nighttime animals with photographs. 

 

Minor, Wendell. Daylight Starlight Wildlife. 

2015. New York: Nancy Paulson Books.  

Diurnal (daytime) and nocturnal (nighttime) animals are expertly paired together in this 

illustrated picture book. Kids can compare similar animals such as butterflies and moths, and 

woodchucks and skunks. Perfect for matching with My Cousin Momo, this book pairs gray 

squirrels and flying squirrels. 

 

Rabe, Tish. Out of Sight Till Tonight! 

2015. Illus., Aristides Ruiz and Joe Mathieu. New York: Random House. 

Part of The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library, this beginning to read book has lots of information 

about nocturnal animals and how they manage in the world at night. Children familiar with Dr. 

Seuss books will enjoy seeing the familiar Cat in the Hat throughout the book. 

 

Praying Mantises 

Momo and Sister Squirrel find a praying mantis together when they are playing Momo’s version 

of hide-and-seek. Many children may not be familiar with this insect.  

 

Goldish, Meish. Deadly Praying Mantises.  

2008. New York: Bearport Publishing. 

Large photographs and minimal text introduces kids to these interesting insects. Praying 

mantises are rather violent in how they eat their prey. Preview this book before sharing with a 

group if you have sensitive children. For example, page 21 has a photograph of a praying mantis 

eating a grasshopper and the head is already gone. 

 

Meisel, Paul. My Awesome Summer by P. Mantis. 

2017. New York: Holiday House. 

Follow a praying mantis from May 17-October 17 as it’s born, grows up, then lays eggs of its 

own. The illustrated nature of this book makes it a softer introduction to these insects, 

however, the mantis does eat a few siblings along the way. 

 

Poetry 

 

Close, Laura Ferraro, illustrator. Grey Squirrel.  

2010. Mankato, MN: The Child’s World. 

This illustrated version of the “Grey Squirrel” rhyme for children adds life and character to the 

squirrel. Instructions in the back of the book offer suggested movements for the rhyme. 

 

 



Lewis, J. Patrick, editor. National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry: 200 Poems with 

Photographs that Squeak, Soar, and Roar! 

2012. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic. 

Page 51 has a large photograph of a squirrel and two poems that can be shared with children. 

 

Lurie, Susan. Frisky Brisky Hippety Hop.  

2012. Photographs, Murray Head. New York: Holiday House. 

Based on the poem by Alexina B. White, Ms. Lurie has added verses to accompany the 

photographs of squirrels in the wild. 

 

Ruddell, Deborah. A Whiff of Pine, a Hint of Skunk: A Forest of Poems. 

2009. Illus., Joan Rankin. New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books. 

Soft illustrations accompany this celebration of the forest and the animals it supports. Three 

poems in this book relate to squirrels: “Proposal for a Squirrel Spa,” “October Surprise Party,” 

and “Chipmunks, Inc.” (a chipmunk is a type of squirrel). 

 

Sidman, Joyce. Dark Emperor & Other Poems of the Night. 

2010. Illus., Rick Allen. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Books for Children. 

“Oak After Dark” is a lovely ode to oak trees. Oak trees grow from acorns, be sure to share this 

information with children if you read that poem. Read “The Mushrooms Come” to explore the 

fungi that Momo likes to study. Each poem is accompanied by a relief printing and factual 

information about trees and mushrooms. 

 

Other Books Written and/or Illustrated by Zachariah OHora 

 

Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta. Tyrannosaurus Wrecks! 

2014. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Abrams Books for Young Readers. 

Tyrannosaurus terrorizes the classroom by ruining everything. When the other dinosaurs tell 

him to go away, he learns to try to be careful so he can play, too. The endpapers have helpful 

pronunciation guides for the dinosaur names in this book. 

 

Brown, Margaret Wise. Goodnight Songs. 

2014. Numerous illustrators. New York: Sterling Children’s Books. 

The soothing lullaby poetry of Margaret Wise Brown illustrated by twelve award-winning 

picture book artists. OHora’s style is immediately recognizable for “Little Donkey Close Your 

Eyes.” 

 

Dyckman, Ame. Horrible Bear! 

2016. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Little, Brown and Company. 

When Bear unintentionally breaks the girl’s kite, she decides he is a “Horrible Bear!” When she 

unintentionally breaks something, she discovers that Bear might not be all that bad. Sometimes 

an apology is all that is needed to fix an unintentional situation. Watch a trailer for Horrible 

Bear on OHora’s website: http://www.zohora.com/about-1/  

 



Dyckman, Ame. Read the Book, Lemmings! 

2017. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Little, Brown and Company. 

Lemmings do not jump off cliffs. The lemmings in this book would know that if they could read. 

Luckily Foxy teaches them before they jump again in this humorous story. 

 

Dyckman, Ame. Wolfie the Bunny. 

2015. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Little, Brown and Company. 

When the Bunny family finds a baby wolf on their doorstep, Mama and Papa are so smitten 

that they forget that wolves eat bunnies. Dot does not forget. However, in the end, family 

bonds win over natural instinct and Dot and Wolfie become friends. Watch Ame Dyckman read 

Wolfie the Bunny on Zachariah OHora’s website: http://www.zohora.com/about-1/  

 

OHora, Zachariah. No Fits, Nilson! 

2013. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Amelia knows just how to calm Nilson, her stuffed animal, when he has a temper tantrum. This 

is a humorous approach to regulating feelings when things don’t go your way. 

 

OHora, Zachariah. The Not So Quiet Library. 

2016. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Oskar and Theodore come face-to-face with a hungry five-headed monster in the library. Oskar, 

Theodore, and the helpful librarian have to find a way to appease the monster before he eats 

everyone. Luckily, storytime does the trick. 

 

OHora, Zachariah. Stop Snoring, Bernard! 

2011. New York: Henry Holt and Company. 

The 2012 PA One Book selection. Refer to www.paonebook.org to find activities related to this 

title. 

Bernard tries to find a new place to sleep when his snoring bothers the other animals. He tries a 

lake, a fountain, even a puddle. It seems all is lost when he can’t find a suitable place to sleep. 

But his otter friends realize that they miss him and ask him to return, even if he snores. 

 

Rissi, Anica Mrose. The Teacher’s Pet. 

2017. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Disney * Hyperion. 

Mr. Stricter’s class keeps one of the tadpoles as a class pet. But this isn’t a normal tadpole. In 

fact, it’s a hippopotamus (which is never actually acknowledged in the story). Kids will enjoy 

being in on the joke along with the students in the book while Mr. Stricter seems oblivious to 

the whole situation. 

 

Vega, Denise. If Your Monster Won’t Go to Bed. 

2017. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 

What do you do when your monster won’t go to sleep? First off, don’t ask your parents for 

help. Don’t do the Monster Stomp. And definitely don’t ask your monster to count sheep. Just 

follow six easy steps and your monster will be snoring in no time. 

 



Wheeler, Lisa. The Pet Project: Cute and Cuddly Vicious Verses. 

2013. Illus., Zachariah OHora. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 

When a little girl wants a pet, her “science-minded” parents tell her to do her research first. 

What follows is a set of poems about some normal and crazy pet ideas: kitten, polar bear, ant 

farm. Be sure to read the “Squirrels” poem to fit with My Cousin Momo.  

 

The Muffin Man and Other Rhymes and Songs 

 

Brown, Marc (compiler). Marc Brown’s Playtime Rhymes: A Treasury for Families to Learn and 

Play Together. 

2013. New York: Little, Brown and Company. 

This illustrated compilation of finger plays and action rhymes includes suggested movements 

for each line of the rhymes. 

 

Fisher-Price. Dance, Baby, Dance! 

2003. ASIN B000067Q9K. 

This CD has instrumental, up-beat versions of classic songs for children. Additions to the tracks 

include animal noises for “Old MacDonald” and baby giggles for “The Muffin Man.” Dance along 

with the songs and sing if you wish. 

 

Fisher-Price. Let’s Dance! 

2017. ASIN B072HQK8MH. 

This CD has 50 minutes of fully-instrumental, pop-style versions of childhood classics. Listen to 

“The Muffin Man,” “Old MacDonald,” “The Itsy Bitsy Spider,” and many more. Sing along with 

the music or just play it in the background while kids are playing or doing a craft. 

 

Little Laughs Music. Animal Tower. 

2010. ASIN B004FZR9FK. 

Jump along with the squirrel until he gets tired and decides to rest. Play track #3 “My Squirrel.” 

 

Mother Goose Rocks. Volume 4. 

2002. ASIN B000062RA1. 

What would classic nursery rhymes sound like set to the tunes of popular pop music songs? 

Listen to this CD to find out. It features a combination of “Do Your Ears Hang Low” and “Muffin 

Man.” 

 

Music for Little People. Storytime Favorites. 

2000. ASIN B00004U03M. 

This CD has 19 songs accompanied by other short rhymes. The CD includes well known rhymes 

such as “Baa Baa Black Sheep,” plus lesser known rhymes such as “Chicory Chick,” and 

extended verses to rhymes like “Jack and Jill.” 

 

 

 



Reid-Naiman, Kathy. When It’s Autumn. 

2013. 

This CD has two great songs for the squirrel theme. Both encourage movement including 

hopping, flying, and shaking your bushy tail. Play track #3, “Walk Old Squirrel” to dance and 

have fun. Play track #4, “Grey Squirrel” to work on color identification. 

 

Sesame Street. Hot! Hot! Hot! Dance Songs. 

2008. ASIN B00187PN7Y. 

Dance to the beat of these fun songs. Play track #6, “Silly Squirrel Dance,” to dance like a 

squirrel. 

 

Universal Music. Jazz for Kids.  

2009. ASIN B001QAZAS0. 

Ella Fitzgerald sings a jazzy version of “The Muffin Man” on this CD. A version can also be found 

on YouTube at this address: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdGR3oWD0Ag  

 

Websites 

 

BookFlix – BookFlix provides fun fiction and nonfiction book pairings for kids to watch on a 

computer, phone, or tablet. Anyone with a Pennsylvania Public Library card has access to the 

book videos and activities on the BookFlix website. Ask your local library for more information. 

These particular pairings are fun additions to My Cousin Momo. 

• Scaredy Squirrel and Squirrels: Read a fictional and factual book to compare with the 

squirrels in My Cousin Momo.   

• A Sick Day for Amon McGee and Animals in the Zoo. Amos is so kind to all of the animals 

in the zoo. When he is too sick to make it to the zoo, the animals repay his kindness. 

• Red Riding Hood and Forests. Many squirrels live in forests. Read this book to learn 

more about that habitat. 

• Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners and We Are Citizens. Sometimes all it takes to be 

kind it to treat others well. A simple “please” and “thank you” can go a long way. 

• Each Kindness and Kindness and Generosity: It Starts with Me. When a new girl comes to 

school, Chloe and her friends need to learn to show kindness to a potential new friend. 

• Fletcher and the Falling Leaves and How Do You Know It’s Fall?: A squirrel in Fletcher 

wants leaves for its nest.  

 

Nat Geo Wild – The Cutest Flying Rodent: Super Squirrel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NR4JYGUdbWE – This 3-minute video shows flying 

squirrels soaring above a football field. A scientist explains more about how they can glide 

through the air. 

 

Nat Geo Wild – World’s Weirdest: Flying Squirrel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-

FHzf4xnWw – This 2-minute video talks about flying squirrels while showing fantastic footage of 

them gliding through the sky. 



 

Zachariah OHora: http://www.zohora.com/ Information about the author and illustrator of My 

Cousin Momo.  

 

The Pennsylvania State Park system: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/  

Check with your local parks to see if they do any nighttime tours to find nocturnal animals. 

 

Apps: 

 

Animals! Life Sciences Educational Games for Kids in Preschool and Kindergarten 

By iLearn With 

Free/$1.99 

iPad, Android, Kindle Fire 

Play hide-and-seek while learning about habitats and animal traits on three levels of difficulty. 

 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

By Duck Duck Moose 

Free 

iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad 

Rated for ages three and up, this is a hidden object game based on the nursery rhyme. Play this 

to go along with Momo’s version of hide-and-seek. 

 

Cookie Doodle 

By Shoe the Goose LLC 

$0.99 

iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad 

“Bake” cookies and decorate them with this easy to use app. To go along with Momo’s version 

of Acorn-Pong, there is an acorn cookie cutter under the Holiday section. There is also a squirrel 

in the Animals section if you want to make cookies for the characters. 

 

PopOut! The Tale of Squirrel Nutkin 

By Loud Crow Interactive Inc. 

$2.99 

iPad, iPhone, Android, Kindle Fire 

An interactive retelling of the Beatrix Potter story. 

 

Superhero Comic Book Maker 

By Duck Duck Moose 

Free 

iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad 

Rated for ages 5 and up, kids can choose from different backgrounds, characters, and sound 

effects to create stories. Perhaps they can make up their own “Pastry Power” story. 

 

 



Resources for educators & families about apps and the digital age: 

Websites:   

www.commonsensemedia.org 

www.fredrogerscenter.org 

www.pbskids.org 

 

About the writer 

This Pennsylvania One Book manual was written by Julie Dietzel-Glair. She is a Freelance Writer 

and Library Consultant. Before entering her freelance career, Julie was a children’s librarian and 

then an assistant children’s services coordinator in Maryland public libraries. She is the author 

of Books in Motion: Connecting Preschoolers with Books through Art, Games, Movement, Music, 

Playacting, and Props (Neal Schuman – ALA Edition, 2013) and Nonfiction in Motion: Connecting 

Preschoolers with Nonfiction Books through Movement (ALA Editions, 2016), and the co-author 

of Get Real with Storytime: 52 Weeks of Early Literacy Programming with Nonfiction and Poetry 

(Libraries Unlimited, 2015). She provides training sessions for library staff and others interested 

in early literacy, and is available for temporary library projects. She is active in the Association 

for Library Service to Children and Capitol Choices. To find out more go to Julie’s website at 

www.juliedietzelglair.com and follow her on Twitter @JulieDGWrites. 

 


